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EDITOR’S NOTE

Special issue on smoking and tobacco.

This issue is dedicated to articles looking at smoking and tobacco.  It came 
about after we received a few articles on tobacco and nationalism (the Cook 
and Maxwell articles) and we sensed a theme that this journal could explore 
more fully.  A call for papers yielded a good number of submissions, and the 
ones included in this issue are a mere whiff of things to come.  We received 
other papers, but they did not make it into this issue for various reasons.

One thing that is apparent in the articles included in this issue is a geograph-
ic split between North America (well, Canada) and Eastern Europe.  This was 
more the accident of the submission process than any conscious effort on the 
editorial board’s part to emphasize one area over the others.   We encourage 
articles from any geographical region.

Any “selection biases” aside, some clear themes emerge.  Both Cook and 
Maxwell look at how smoking fit into concepts of the identity, both self iden-
tity and ideas of nation.  Cook, Maxwell and Warsh all look at smoking as a 
part of male culture and masculinity, a theme that has appeared a number of 
times in other pivotal works relating to “deviance” more generally.  Sparks’ 
article, on the other hand, looks at political efforts in the Soviet Union to limit 
tobacco use.  Even in a command economy, the feasibility of such reforms 
was uncertain, since the people making the laws were also, often, the people 
consuming the product.  Moreover, as both Sparks and Maxwell make clear, 
the economics of the tobacco trade had a considerable effect on the relation-
ship between the state and the noxious weed.  As Sparks demonstrates, these 
issues remain central to contemporary political events.  Reading her analysis, 
one cannot help but wonder how the relationship between masculinity and 
tobacco affected the politics.  

Even someone who is relatively new to alcohol and drug studies would 
recognize the overlapping themes and patterns between these issues and those 
of the history of liquor.  Tobacco’s role as one that defined cultures, that rep-
resented defiance on the one hand and conformity on the other, mirrors in 
some ways the complex relationships between society and beverage alcohol.  
Yet there are notable differences. Tobacco has a different physiological effect 
than alcohol (though, like alcohol, its effect seems subject to social assump-
tions and expectations), and that effect, be it sharpening the mind, or relaxing 
frayed nerves, did not accompany the sort of lowering of inhibitions often at-
tributed to drinking alcohol.  So when the world wars began, the relationship 
between national progress or stability and tobacco shifted.   Whereas in many 
countries, alcohol suddenly became anathema to the war effort, in those same 
countries, tobacco became important to it.  

These articles suggest the range of work that is being done on the history 
of tobacco and smoking.  Some excellent monographs have been published in 
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the past few years, and these publications, along with the submissions to this 
journal, illustrate how the field of tobacco studies is expanding to explore the 
economics, cultures and politics affected by nicotiana tabacum.  We hope you 
enjoy this issue. 

A NOTE ON PHOTOS

The articles in this issue make often heavy use of photos.  Often reproducing 
these photos is tricky, and while the quality of some pictures may not meet 
National Geographic standards, we have included them for the sake of the 
articles’ arguments, rather than for aesthetics. 

ALCOHOL AND DRUGS HISTORY SOCIETY NEWS.
Some changes have taken place in the executive of the Alcohol and Drugs 
History society.  Bill Rorabaugh of the University of Washington has taken 
over as president, and more recently, I have taken on the role of the Society’s 
Secretary/Treasurer.  This was a logical, if temporary, change.  Since keeping 
the membership and treasury up to date are issues that are intimately con-
nected to the operation of this journal, it made sense that they are housed at 
the same location.  We are always looking for energetic members to become 
involved in direction of the Society, and welcome volunteers who might help 
us as we build our membership and subscriptions.  

THE SHAD’S PUBLICATION

The journal is now being typeset and printed at Brock University, and mailed 
from Canada.  This arrangement permits efficiency in production, since the 
editing, typesetting and printing are all located in the same institution.  Never-
theless, we still encourage and would very much appreciate adding members 
from around the world to our editorial team.  The editors listed at the front of 
the journal are responsible for soliciting manuscripts, encouraging submis-
sions and contributing to the overall production of the journal.  If you are 
interested in this work, please contact me.

We are always looking for new reviewers, and suggestions of books to re-
view.  Please send those suggestions to Elaine Parsons.  Her email is listed at 
the beginning of the journal.

UPCOMING EVENTS.
Please see the last section of the journal for information on two important 
conferences coming up this year.  Keep an eye on the ADHS website for other 
announcements, and for updates on these conferences.

Dan Malleck, Editor-in-chief, 
Brock University, dmalleck@brocku.ca


